
Studying Nature
Looking closely at natural form in our own backyard.



Why are we studying this
Objective 

Examining nature is an art. Slowing down and look around at our surroundings 
allows artists to examine colors and shapes of a world many take for granted. 
Observing the effects of light at different moments, or noticing the ways a 
landscape can change over time, artists get inspiration from the natural world. 



Read, learn, explore, and art
Directions:

- Please read every slide carefully. 
- Learn from every artist you will meet
- Answer questions required in every assignment.
- Sections will ask you to explore (sketchbook work)
- Sections will ask you to create art (art piece)
- If the work is not satisfactory you will be asked to revise.
- Incomplete work will not be accepted. 
- ONLY FOR ARTWORK! Make sure is complete by due date or 1 week before 

the end of the nine weeks only for artwork, not sketchbook work. 



How to understand assignment pages
Explore
The Cattleya Orchid and Three Hummingbirds Heade offers an 
intimate glimpse rendering, the flowers and birds seem to come to 
life. 

|SKETCHBOOK| Include all the information in a 1 PAGE SPREAD (Go back to slide 
4 to see samples of the 1 page spread                                                        
Requirements: 

● 4 Sketches of imagery or object in chosen media
● Comments with each image that discuss detail, meaning or materials to 

be used in section
● Whole page filled | space [e.a]. 

● Cite every image.

ASSIGNMENT

Analyzing this painting.

Look closely at The Cattleya Orchid and Three Hummingbirds

 Write One paragraph answer…
Imagine you have traveled to this place

What sounds might you here? What might you smell? Describe 
something that would feel smooth or rough. How would you dress 
for this trip? When a rainstorm comes, where might the birds go?

e.g Three hummingbirds, a Sappho Comet is green with a yellow 
throat and brilliant red tail feathers looking at two Brazilian 
Amethysts that are green with pink throats. (one sentence)

Record your observation…

Find a place to sit and quietly observe the world around you. Use 
sketchbook, color pencils, a camera to record your observations. All in 
the same 1 page spread to record your observation. 

Study birds you see and take field notes and drawing. Describe colors 
and shapes of their feet, beaks, and feathers. Observe their behavior. 
How to they fly, eat, and interact with one another and their 
surrounding? Imagine how the world looks from a bird's perspective. 
Write the date and time of the day on your field notes. Make drawing 
and photography of birds take 5 days to observe  

Light yellow areas: 
Assignment, 

explanation and 
questions that 

need to be with art 
studies

How will student 
turn in work. 

Required in page along with 
questions in yellow areas.

Please read every time, 
because information may 

change. 

Title of what you will do.

Explanation of art from 
previous slide.



How to set sketchbook when you explore 
Tile page

Open book is 2 Page Spread 
One side is 1 Page Spread

Make sure you 
write the section 
of the assignment 
that belongs to.

Resource 
Images

Subtitles required 
for new information 
student introduces.  

Your work information in 
complete sentence(s)

Art studies Citing. If the work is 
not your original, you 
must cite ALL images. 
For student original 
work, write -Original of 
Artist [date]

Please read: This is 
only an example. 
How you want your 
page(s) to look that 
is all up to the 
student. The written 
information, visual 
information the 
student includes is 
as important as the 
layout and design 
of the page. MUST 
BE LEGIBLE. 

This is one page



Due Dates
Section 4

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

Section 8



Section 1.9-4



John
Constable

Depicts the English countryside with 
fresh attention to atmosphere. 

Constable paints from memory and 
sketch’s. He captures a moment in like 

a photograph.
Read More:

https://www.nga.gov/collection/art-object-page.104243.html
1776-1837

https://www.nga.gov/collection/art-object-page.104243.html


“I should paint my own places best”

- John Constable



John Constable

John Constable (painter)

British, 1776 - 1837

Cloud Study: 
Stormy Sunset
1821-1822

oil on paper on canvas

overall: 20.3 x 27.3 cm (8 x 10 3/4 in.)

framed: 34 x 41.6 x 6.4 cm (13 3/8 x 16 
3/8 x 2 1/2 in.)

Gift of Louise Mellon in honor of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Mellon

1998.20.1

https://www.nga.gov/collection/artist-info.1158.html
https://www.nga.gov/collection-search-result.html?artobj_credit=Gift%20of%20Louise%20Mellon%20in%20honor%20of%20Mr.%20and%20Mrs.%20Paul%20Mellon
https://www.nga.gov/collection-search-result.html?artobj_credit=Gift%20of%20Louise%20Mellon%20in%20honor%20of%20Mr.%20and%20Mrs.%20Paul%20Mellon


Explore
Constable believed that artist should combine direct observation, 
persona experience, scientific understanding and imagination to 
create landscape. In his time he recorded sky’s during different 
conditions and carefully observed cloud formations and movements.

|SKETCHBOOK| Include all the information in a 1 PAGE SPREAD (Go back to slide 
4 to see samples of the 1 page spread                                                        
Requirements: 

● 5 Sketches of imagery or object in chosen media
● Comments with each image that discuss detail, meaning or materials to 

be used in section
● Whole page filled | space [e.a]. 

● Cite every image.

ASSIGNMENT

Keeping a cloud journal of your own.

Go outside and find a comfortable place to sit and view the sky. Take 
your sketchbook watercolor(optional), color pencils and pencil. 

Look up and watch the clouds for a while. 

Describe the clouds, using the words to get started.

Write One paragraph answer…

What shapes are the clouds? How much of the sky? Are they high 
above or low? List all the colors you see in the sky, from shade of blues 
and gray to yellow, pink, red, orange, purple and white.

e.g The clouds create an organic fluffy shape like balloons stuck 
together and morphs into other clouds. 

Record your observation…

Make a drawing of the clouds in the sky for 5 days. Write the date, time 
of day, and a brief report about the weather for each drawing. 



Section 1.9-5



Martin 
Johnson Heade

Documents birds in their natural 
habitat. American painter started in 
early teens. Heade was interested 

mainly in the hummingbirds of Brazil.
Read More: 

https://www.nga.gov/collection/art-object-page.61244.html

1819-1904

https://www.nga.gov/collection/art-object-page.61244.html


Martin Johnson Heade (artist)

American, 1819 - 1904

Cattleya Orchid and 
Three Hummingbirds
1871

oil on wood

overall: 34.8 x 45.6 cm (13 11/16 x 17 15/16 
in.)

framed: 63.8 x 74.6 x 8.9 cm (25 1/8 x 29 
3/8 x 3 1/2 in.)

Gift of The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz 
Foundation

1982.73.1

Martin Johnson Heade

https://www.nga.gov/collection/artist-info.1381.html
https://www.nga.gov/collection-search-result.html?artobj_credit=Gift%20of%20The%20Morris%20and%20Gwendolyn%20Cafritz%20Foundation
https://www.nga.gov/collection-search-result.html?artobj_credit=Gift%20of%20The%20Morris%20and%20Gwendolyn%20Cafritz%20Foundation


Explore
The Cattleya Orchid and Three Hummingbirds Heade offers an 
intimate glimpse rendering, the flowers and birds seem to come to 
life. 

|SKETCHBOOK| Include all the information in a 1 PAGE SPREAD (Go back to slide 
4 to see samples of the 1 page spread                                                        
Requirements: 

● 5 Sketches of imagery or object in chosen media
● Comments with each image that discuss detail, meaning or materials to 

be used in section
● Whole page filled | space [e.a]. 

● Cite every image.

ASSIGNMENT

Analyzing this painting.

Look closely at The Cattleya Orchid and Three Hummingbirds

 Write One paragraph answer…
Imagine you have traveled to this place

What sounds might you here? What might you smell? Describe 
something that would feel smooth or rough. How would you dress 
for this trip? When a rainstorm comes, where might the birds go?

e.g Three hummingbirds, a Sappho Comet is green with a yellow 
throat and brilliant red tail feathers looking at two Brazilian 
Amethysts that are green with pink throats. (one sentence)

Record your observation…

Find a place to sit and quietly observe the world around you. Use 
sketchbook, color pencils, a camera to record your observations. All in 
the same 1 page spread to record your observation. 

Study birds you see and take field notes and drawing. Describe colors 
and shapes of their feet, beaks, and feathers. Observe their behavior. 
How to they fly, eat, and interact with one another and their 
surrounding? Imagine how the world looks from a bird's perspective. 
Write the date and time of the day on your field notes. Make drawing 
and photography of birds take 5 days to observe  



Section 1.9-6



Claude Monet
The most inspirational private garden 

as a subject of his work.

1840 – 1926



“Everything changes, even stone”

- Claude Monet



Claude Monet

Claude Monet, 
The Japanese
Footbridge, 1899, 
oil on canvas,
National Gallery 
of Art, Gift
of Victoria 
Nebeker Coberly,
in memory of her 
son John W.
Mudd, and 
Walter H. and
Leonore 
Annenberg

Monet was inspired by Hiroshige landscapes.



Art Work
In the winter of 1892 and 1893, Monet rented rooms across from Rouen Cathedral to paint 
the view of its looming Gothic façade at different times of day. He then reworked the 
canvases from memory in his studio at Giverny through 1894, making more than thirty 
paintings in all.

|Art Piece(s)|                                                                      
Requirements: 

● 4  view based same subject artwork in one paper 12”x 18” fold paper in four to make 4 
rectangles

● One image in analogous colors
● One image in complementary color
● One image in monochromatic (choose one color; you may use black and white wih 

color)
● One image in graphite using value scale or cross hatching with ink
● Whole space filled | space [e.a]. 

ASSIGNMENT
Look at these two paintings (In sketchbook Create: Venn 
Diagram for your answer…)
 
How do they compare in terms of subject matter, mood, 
feeling, color, shape, texture, and point of view? List 5-10 
things that the paintings have in common. Then, list 5-10 
differences between the works.

Draw a series (In the style of Utagawa Hiroshihe 1797-1858)
Create your own series of views based on the same subject. 
Choose a favorite outdoor place, such as a view of your home, 
school, or neighborhood, that you can observe at different times 
of the year. Draw the scene using ink, watercolor, pastels, or 
colored pencils. Carefully observe the colors and shadows,
and try to capture a particular moment in time. Repeat this 
activity several times at different times of day or season. 
Examine how light changes the scene, and experiment
with different ways of capturing these effects with color.
Reflect in back of artwork: What choices might you make as an 
artist to express the way a place looks and feels at a particular 
moment in time?

Claude Monet, Rouen Cathedral, West 
Façade,Sunlight, 1894, oil on canvas,National 
Gallery of Art, Chester Dale Collection

Claude Monet, Rouen Cathedral, West 
Façade, 1894, oil on canvas, National 
Gallery of Art, Chester Dale Collection
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Section 1.9-7



Georgia 
O’Keeffe



“When you take a flower in your 
hand and really look at it, it’s your 
world for the moment. I want to 
give that world to someone else””

- Georgia O’Keeffe



Georgia O’Keeffe

Nos. 2 – 6: Georgia O’Keeffe,
1930, oil on canvas, National
Gallery of Art, Alfred Stieglitz
Collection, Bequest of Georgia
O’Keeffe



Art Work
One of O’Keeffe’s favorite activities was to pick up seashells as she 
walked along the beach. She displayed her collection at her
home in New Mexico, and she often drewher favorite shells. By 
surrounding herself with objects from nature, she could carefully
observe shapes, patterns, colors, and other essential details. 
O’Keeffe believed that “to see takes time like to have a friend takes 
time.” It takes a lot of careful looking to get to know something well.

|Art Piece)| Only two artworks.                                                                    

Requirements: 

You will need: 8 x 8 drawing or watercolor paper, pencil, colored pencils, 
watercolor, pastels, and ink.

Do everything on the lists, in the same sheet. Be as creative as possible.

If the work is hard to understand then you have done a good job. 

ASSIGNMENT First, select something from nature to study — a 
flower, leaf, shell, or stone. Place it on a table and sit nearby with
your paper and drawing materials. Examine the object carefully. 
Study its colors, shapes, patterns, and designs. What makes the 
object unique? Explore this object in a series of 2 artworks on 
separate sheets of drawing or watercolor paper. Try to fill the entire 
sheet of paper each time as you draw by changing the size of the 
drawing also: overlap, turn paper around, don’t worry about drawing 
the object on top of each other, all drawings are in the same sheet.

Sheet one | Experiment with color 
 Use only a pencil to draw the object.
 Draw it again with colors that are as close to the natural object as 
possible.
 Next, draw it using only two colors.
 Now, draw the object with as many colors as you like. Use your 
imagination!

Sheet two | Explore design
 Draw the entire object.
 Then, draw a different view. Turn the object around to show another 
side.
 Select just one detail and draw it as if you were looking through a 
magnifying glass. Enlarge it to the edges of your page.
 Imagine how the object would look to an insect. Make a drawing 
showing a “bug’s-eye” view of your object.
 Draw the object in an imaginary landscape. Include sky, water, land, 
animals, and /or buildings in your picture.



Section 1.9-8



Andy 
Goldsworthy

Andy Goldsworthy (born 1956) has spent
nearly three decades exploring the raw materials of
nature, shaping them into poetic and mysterious 
forms that encourage us to look at our surroundings 
in new ways.

1956-Present



Andy Goldsworthy

Roof at the 
National
Gallery of Art’s 
East Building
(photo: Lee 
Ewing © 2004
Board of 
Trustees, 
National
Gallery of Art)



Explore
He often likes to work in isolation in nature, where he can experiment with different 
materials and develop his ideas alone. Many of his works are ephemeral, which means 
they last only a short time — snow melts,
leaves blow away in the wind, sand sculptures on the beach are erased by the rising tide. 
Goldsworthy photographs his sculptures because they last only a few days,
hours, or minutes. The artist welcomes the changes that time brings.
 

|SKETCHBOOK| Include all the information in a 1 PAGE SPREAD (Go back 
to slide 4 to see samples of the 1 page spread)                                                        
Requirements: 

● 6 pictures total 
● Comments with each image that discuss detail, meaning or 

materials to be used in section
● Paragraph with answered questions. Write legibly. 
● Whole page filled | space [e.a]. 

Get closer to nature
Take a walk outdoors! You don’t have to go far to 
discover something new. Don’t forget to take an adult 
companion with you.
Tips for a nature walk
See what natural materials you find as you wander 
along the way. Look at the colors and shapes of 
nature. Study patterns and designs.
Touch different materials. Compare their
texture, weight, and size. Imagine the landscape at 
another time of day, during another season, or during 
a rainstorm. What parts of the landscape
might change over time? What did you learn during 
your walk? Did you see something that you’ve never
noticed before?
Like Goldsworthy, make a work of art during your walk.
Take a photo to remember it.

Record your observation…

Find a place to sit and quietly observe the world around you. Use 
sketchbook, color pencils, a camera to record your observations. 
All in the same 1 page spread to record your observation 
answering the questions from previous yellow box. 

Observe different materials in nature rocks and wood make great 
materials Imagine how you can create art by compositing a 
balanced composition . Write the date and time of the day on your 
field notes. Make create a sculout of these found natural objects 
either balancing them on top of each other take a 3  picture of 
your process. 3 of the final work from: top, front and side. 



This is the most 
important subject 
that everyone has 
to remember. You 
will see the world 
differently. 



Upload work
Please Upload work in TEAMS on due 

dates. 



Bibliography
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